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Dialogue on 'Achieving SDG: Challenges ofEnvironmental Degradation and Climate Change' 

Australia Alumni Association Bangladesh (AAAB) organized a dialogue on 'Achieving SDG: Challenges 
of Environmental Degradation and Climate Change' on 30 June, 2018. Facilitated by Dr. Md Khalid 
Hossain, Economic Justice Resilience Program Manager of Oxfam in Bangladesh, the dialogue has 
highlighted the challenges posed by climate change and environmental degradation on achieving 
sustainable development goals and possible way forward to overcome the challenges. AAAB 
members working on climate change and environmental issues joined the dialogue where 4 panel 
discussants with different backgrounds shared their expert opinions and interacted with AAAB 
members. The panel discussants were: 1. Dr. Salina Parvin Banu, Chief Scientific Officer and Head of 
Division, Plant Pathology Division of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute (BARI); 2. Dr. 
Mahbuba Nasreen, Director and Professor, Institute of Disaster Management and Vulnerability 
Studies of University of Dhaka; 3. Mr. Khurshid Alam, Assistant Country Director of United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP); and 4. Dr. Biswas Karabi Farhana, Professor, Department of 
Environmental Science and Management of North South University. 

Australian Deputy Head of Mission Ms Sally-Anne Vincent joined the dialogue as the Guest of Honor.  

AAAB member Asfia Sultana set the background by highlighting climate vulnerabilities around the 
world and Bangladesh’s unique experience as one of the most climate-vulnerable countries due to 
its climate-dependent economy where livelihoods of the vast majority are very vulnerable to the 
impacts of climate change. While Bangladesh has made progress in poverty reduction, climate 
change and environmental degradation hold back the development gains of Bangladesh.  

Dr. Hossain initiated the discussion by asking the panel discussants why we should be concerned 
about climate change and environmental degradation in our effort to achieve SDGs. Professor 
Farhana opened the discussion through opining that climate change and environmental degradation 
have strong linkages with water and sanitation, energy usage and usage of natural resources. She 
expressed her concerns that the way wastes are managed, dirty sources are used for energy 
production and natural resources like land, water and forest are over exploited, it would be highly 
difficult to keep the ecological balance.  

Dr. Banu highlighted the concerns around agricultural production and productivity due to climate 
change and environmental degradation which has implications for achieving SDG 2 – Zero Hunger. 
She indicated that crop production and productivity are negatively affecteddue to erratic rainfall, 
temperature extremes, increased salinity, droughts, floods, river erosion, and tropical storms. As it is 
predicted that in future the impacts would be more severe, crop yield would significantly fail and 
there is a high risk of hunger.  

Professor Nasreen said that climate change and environmental disaster make her concerned since 
the impacts fall disproportionately on women. While women are less responsible for climate change 
and environmental disaster, they bear the costs more in different forms. Disasters 
reinforce,perpetuate and increase gender inequality and would make the achievement of SDG 5 – 
gender equality a difficult task. However, she opined that gender and related climate change and 
environmental degradation activities need to see women from resilience perspective rather than 
from vulnerabilityperspective.  



2 | P a g e  
 

Mr. Alam in his remarks highlighted the role of Anthropocene behind climate change and 
environmental degradation where human activity has been changing the climate and degrading the 
environment at a faster rate and in an irreversible and unstoppable manner.He expressed his 
concerns around dirty development path followed while highlighting his concerns for Bangladesh 
due to land, water and air pollution, visible climate change impacts, rapid urbanization and intense 
competition for resources and growing middle class involved in serious unsustainable consumption 
and production. 

At these point, Dr. Hossain facilitated the discussion around way forward in considering the concerns 
around climate change and environmental degradation. Considering the concerns around climate 
change and environmental degradation, he asked the panelists about suggested incremental 
andtransformational actions need to be taken to achieve SDGs. Panelists have also been requested 
to share actions of them andtheir organizations in relation to addressing climatechange and 
environmental degradation to achieve SDGs. Panelists have been asked to provide suggestions for 
AAAB members in relation to taking actions to address climate change and environmental 
degradation. AAAB members have also directed several questions to the panelists. 

Professor Farhana emphasized on wastewater treatment, switching from dirty to clean energy 
sources and environmental education to address the problems. She shared her works around 
curriculum development around environmental education and her research on sustainable textile 
industry and biodiversity conservation. She suggested the AAAB members to be engaged in 
environmental awareness building program and to act as an advocacy group on climate change and 
environmental degradation through collaborating with environmental scientists.  

Professor Nasreen opined that Bangladesh does not have a significant role to mitigate climate 
change but we can emphasize on more on adaptation in an ecologically friendly manner. She said 
that Bangladesh has already comprehensively documented the actions needed and mainly need to 
implement the actions. She also put importance of awareness program to address the situation. She 
shared her works to setup studies on disaster management and vulnerability in Bangladesh and her 
research works on disaster and gender equality. For AAAB members, she shared the scope of joining 
gender and disaster network specially for the Australian Alumni Women in Leadership Network 
(WiLN) in Bangladesh members.  

Dr. Banu highlighted the need for technologies and techniques for high yield without compromising 
environmental protection. She said that adaptive varieties with salt tolerance or heat tolerance 
should be introduced and disseminated. It may also be necessary to use biotechnology or gene 
transfer technology todevelop varieties tolerant to salinity, flood, and drought. She emphasized on 
building capacity to access climate finance, specially the green climate fund. She shared her works in 
relation to research on a wide variety of crops, as well as research into areas such as soil and crop 
management, water management and irrigation, post-harvest handling and socioeconomic studies 
related to production, processing, marketing and consumption. For AAAB members, she suggested 
to form an expert group on climate change and environmental degradation to take different 
initiatives including accessing climate finance through developing projects.  

In conclusion, Mr. Alam opined that the solution needs to come from engaging people through 
motivation and regulation with a combine effort to equally emphasizing on 3Ps, people, planet and 
prosperity. He said that while offering solution, we first need to analyze why the problem happened 
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at the first place. He emphasized on the importance of circular economy where waste needs to be 
considered as an input. He has also put importance of sustainable consumption and production to 
address the problems. He highlighted UNDP’s work on mobilizing climate finances for the 
Government of Bangladesh and offering technical support for projects which are addressing climate 
change and environmental degradation. For AAAB members, he suggested to form knowledge and 
collaboration group to work on climate change and environmental degradation while setting up 
linkages with development organization like the UNDP.  

The dialogue ended with a closing speech from Ms Vincent where she indicated that this type of 
dialogue is highly encouraged in terms of knowledge sharing and building stronger networks on 
specific issue like climate change and environmental degradation within alumni members. She 
congratulated AAAB for organizing the dialogue.  

-----End----- 


